
1 

Civil society im-

plores S.A.D.C to 

uplift lives 

Issue #: 289                                               Tuesday,          29  July 2014 

Head Office 
18 Philips Ave 
Belgravia 
Harare 
+263-4-704418/+263-4-798038 
 

SA Regional Office 
711, 7th Floor Khotso House 
62 Marshall Street 
Marshalltown 
Johannesburg 
+27-11-838736/+27-732120629 

Civil society implores S.A.D.C to uplift lives 

 

Harare -- A RESIDENTS association has called upon Southern 

African Development Community (S.A.D.C) Heads of State and 

Government, who will attend the bloc’s 34th 

Summit in Victoria Falls in August, to im-

prove regional living conditions and social 

service provision. 

The Combined Harare Residents Association 

(C.H.R.A) which held its General Council 

(G.C) in the city on Saturday, June 26, stated 

the key ask  in its resolutions, signed by its 

chairperson Simbarashe Moyo, amid a gen-

eral situation of poor social service delivery 

affecting millions in the country. 

The residents indicated that they will attend the S.A.D.C Peo-

ple’s Summit in Bulawayo in August, a sideline, and regular 

event for civil society to go along with, and shadow the 

S.A.D.C Summit. 

“The G.C [General Council] resolves to attend the 

S.A.D.C People’s Summit to be held in Bulawayo and 

to lobby S.A.D.C leaders including President [Robert] 

Mugabe to take urgent action to address the living 

conditions and social service issues as a priority area 

for combating poverty in Southern Africa,” the 

C.H.R.A resolutions read. 

The residents said their attendance at the People’s Summit 

will be in recognition of “the role and solidarity of regional 

social movements in demanding social services in line with the 

Millennium Development Goals.” 

Meanwhile… 

 C.H.R.A also condemned the erratic provision of water in the 

capital city, Harare, where it said 4000 case of diarrheal ali-

ments were recorded, while health officials allegedly did not 

respond to the residents’ two letters requesting for an action 

plan to arrest the problem. 

The residents condemned the local council’s disregard of a 

landmark High Court ruling stopping water disconnections. 

In its resolutions, the residents association said: “In 

areas where there is a reasonable water service, the 

City of Harare has blatantly ignored a high court rul-

ing on the illegality of service disconnections due to 

outstanding bills.” 

The recent ruling was delivered in line with the year-old Con-

stitution’s section 77 (a), which stipulates that “safe, clean and 

potable water” is a right. 

The water disconnections are being ostensibly carried out in 

line with an archaic by-law of 1934, while the government 

delays to align old laws to the new constitutional dispensation 

brought by Amendment 20 of 2013. 

The delay in the updating of statute books, or broadly imple-

mentation of the new Constitution, has affected other local 
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Harare -- THE electoral think-tank, advocacy and citizen mobilization group, Election Resource Centre (E.R.C) called for the re-
form of the law governing the funding of Zimbabwe’s political parties in a recent paper. 

In the paper, titled: Political Party Finance – Which Way for Zimbabwe?, under the Election Reform Series Papers, E.R.C recom-
mends that the law should provide for a hybrid funding framework that allows political parties to get both direct funding and 
equal indirect access to public resources such as the state media and public facilities such as Community Halls. 

“The Election Resource Centre recommends that the current Political Parties (Finance) Act be reformed from a propor-
tional model to a hybrid model that ensures equitability on non-monetary financing and proportional direct public fi-
nancing of those political parties which would have garnered at least 5% of the total votes cast in a general election,” 
the E.R.C paper reads.  

“Furthermore, all political parties in Zimbabwe should have access to non-monetary state resources.  

“The state resources can be in the form of public media and infrastructure like public halls, [and] school halls.  

“This will make sure that not only governing parties will benefit over other political parties on access to state re-
sources.” 

The think-tank says, while all parties with more 
than 5% of the vote currently get a proportional 
allocation to its popularity, the ruling Zimbabwe 
African National Union Patriotic Front (Z.A.N.U – 
P.F) enjoys unparalleled access to state re-
sources, which gives it a head start in successive 
electoral contests and general political battle. 

Meanwhile, allegations of electoral fraud in past 
elections, if substantive, could potentially mean 
that the ruling party gets more than its fair 
share under the current proportional framework 
that is guided by the number, or percentage of 

votes. 

 

The Political Parties Financing Act of 2001 also prohibits all parties from getting foreign funding, but E.R.C charges that Zimba-
bwe’s two major parties could be violating this law. 

“The ruling party Zimbabwe African National Union Patriotic Front (Z.A.N.U - P.F) alleges that the opposition political 
parties are Western sponsored whilst recently Z.A.NU - P.F was quoted in the local newspaper “the Herald” acknowl-
edging support it received from China during the 31st of July 2013.  

“Clearly, the noted examples are indicative of the weakened enforcement mechanism for the existing political parties 
finance regulations,” the think-tank contends. 

 

government spheres specifically devolution of government 

authority. 

The C.H.R.A general council meeting resolved to forge ahead 

with calls for devolution. 

“The GC endorses the Policy principles and thematic 

areas formulated at a CHRA Local government Stake-

holders forum on the implementation of devolution,” 

the weekend resolutions read.  

“The Forum was attended by Stakeholders from Min-

istries of Justice and Local Government, Residents 

Associations, Parliament and Zimbabwe Local Gov-

ernment Association (ZILGA).  

“C.H.R.A and B.UP.R.A [Bulawayo United Progressive 

Residents Association] will host a second, ‘All stake-

holders’ conference in August 2014, in Bulawayo as 

part of the advocacy on devolution.”  

E.R.C calls for political parties’ financing Act reform 
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SPECIAL NOTICE!!!!!! 

WHY PRESIDENT SHOULD NOT SIGN ELECTORAL AMENDMENT BILL 

 

 

As the Zimbabwe Parliament prepares to debate and adopt the new 
Electoral Amendment Bill, 2013, which seeks to amend the Electoral 
Act [Chapter 2:13] (“the principal Act”), it is poignant to point out that 
the Bill contains clauses that render it unconstitutional, and unable to 
positively influence a change in the architecture of electoral manage-
ment in Zimbabwe.   

 

 

 

UNCONSTITUTIONALITY OF THE BILL 

The proposed Amendment Bill is patently unconstitutional as illustrated by the following four points; 

In terms of voter education, the bill does nothing to change Section 40c of the Electoral Act, whose definition of voter educa-
tion is arguably overly broad.  Voter education is defined in the Act as a “programme of instruction on electoral law”.  The 
Human Rights Commission in their July 2013 Election Report raised the similar concerns, especially noting the possibly viola-
tion of the freedom of expression in the interpretation of the section.  The Bill should clearly define voter education with the 
due attention in ensuring that it does not violate citizen’s right to freedom of expression and assembly. 

The Bill sustains ambiguity over the management and control of the Voters Roll.  Whilst the Constitution gives ZEC the respon-
sibility to register voters and compile a voters’ roll, (Section 239), the Bill does not change the current provisions in the Elec-
toral Act as amended, which gives the same mandate to Constituency Registrar of Voters who are under the supervision of 
the Registrar General of Voters.  Failure to address this anomaly firstly is in contradiction to the spirit of the Bill and it pro-
vides for the violation of constitutional provisions in terms of the mandate of the Zimbabwe Electoral Commission.  

WHY PRESIDENT SHOULD NOT SIGN ELECTORAL 

AMENDMENT BILL 

The paper says that the bankruptcy of Zimbabwe’s treasury has further financially crippled political parties, especially the op-
position which has no access to state resources since they are not getting their financial entitlements. 

 

E.R.C argues that the independent electoral body, Zimbabwe Electoral Commission (Z.E.C) should administer the Political Par-
ties’ Financing Act, and not the Ministry of Justice, which is headed by officials who contest in elections. 

“Furthermore an independent regulatory body, in this instance, the Zimbabwe Electoral Commission (ZEC) should play 
a central role in regulating political party finances based on their constitutional obligation to be independent arbiters 
of electoral processes and associated players.  

“Currently the Ministry of Justice, Legal and Parliamentary Affairs administers the Act, which nourishes suspicions of 
bias since the Ministry is headed by an interested party, who usually is a candidate during elections,” E.R.C says. 

The think-tank further recommends that parties which get public funding must be accountable in the way they use the funds 
“because part of their operations are funded by the tax payers.”  
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The Bill compromises the independence of the Electoral Commission in violation of the new constitution.  While the new con-
stitution emphasizes the independence of the commissions, including ZEC, the Bill reinforces and entrenches the powers of the 
Executive through the Minister of Justice, for instance under the Bill, neither can ZEC receive any money from local or foreign 
sources nor can it make regulations relating to the conduct of elections without the authority of the Minister of Justice.  
 

The Bills further violates the constitution in that it does not fully grant the right to vote to all Zimbabweans, for instance, whilst 
Section 67 of the Constitution protects the right of all adult Zimbabweans to vote in all elections, the Bill does not confer the 
same rights to Zimbabweans in the diaspora, prisoners and those that may be hospital patients during the time of the polls.   

 

DEFICIENCIES OF THE BILL IN RELATION TO PREVIOUS ELECTORAL CHALLENGES 

 

The proposed Electoral Amendment Bill has potential deficiencies that cannot be ignored;  

Provision for the closure of the Voters’ Roll 12 days after nomination - Such a provision allows voters registration to continue 
after nomination and brings the compilation of the final roll too close to the election date.  The voters’ roll for the July 2013 
polls remains unavailable in an electronic format.  The bill should therefore seek to address challenges of previous elections 
and not perpetuate them.  Closing voter registration early, especially noting that the law provides for this to happen on a con-
tinuous basis, will allow for extensive interrogation of the final voters’ roll before the polls which will not happen if the registra-
tion continues nearly two weeks post nomination. 
 

Clause 24 of the Bill provides for the continued use of registration slips.  The clause reinforces the practice of using registration 
slips as proof of registration, and allowing access to voting by adding the requirement to produce proof of identity.   While the 
intention of the provision could be well meaning, the provision should be tightened taking into account the reports of voter 
registration certificates misuse in the July 31st 2013 elections.  The expectation was that the amendment deals with the poten-
tial weaknesses of using registration slips when there is a voters’ roll that should be credible.  The use of registration slips even 
with proof identity can contribute to an election not being verifiable, thus violating provisions of the constitution. The use of 
registration slips is potentially open to fraud and there is need to provide safeguards on their use so as to curtail abuse.    
 

Clauses 33 and 34 of the Bill reinstate postal balloting while abolishing special voting.  The introduction of special voting ahead 
of the 2103 election was in line with international practice while also dealing with the challenges associated with the postal 
voting which had in the past compromised the secrecy of the vote.  It is difficult to understand how the administrative flaws of 
special voting process in 2013, arguably deliberately shambolic, could cause a return to postal balloting which threatens the 
secrecy of the vote. – Source, Election Resource Centre (E.R.C)  

The Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition is a broad based civil society network of over 72 active members comprising churches, women’s groups, social 

movements, residents associations, labour unions, human rights lawyers, and health professionals. It was formed in August of 2001 to focus on democracy, 

human rights, good governance and sustainable development issues – working locally, regionally and internationally.  


